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THE STEEPLE STORY 

“Practice Makes Perfect” 

by Brother Andy Collette 

 

ave you ever heard “Practice makes perfect.”  

Sure you have.  For the everyday, that probably 

works really well, but what about when it gets 

tough as it seems to do from time to time?  In a 

discussion on Hospitality, Chris Corrigan asks, “But 

what happens when we are confronted with a huge 

question, for which the answers are unknown? What 

happens when things shift in ways that we have never 

trained for? What do we do then?”  He was talking about 

various customs around the idea of hospitality, 

suggesting that day to day is pretty easy; we learn it and 

then we do it.  I wonder if this is not a better way for the 

everyday--To be ready always for what might come, 

regardless of size of the issue. 

 

When I was fighting fire in Marion County, Florida, 

there were many times when I would spring out of bed at 

two in the morning and go as fast as I could from a dead 

sleep into a raging fire, literally.  Lives and property 

hung in the balance of decisions I made.  In the course of 

time I was made a Fire Captain which meant I had to be 

responsible not only for me but for the actions and care 

of up to ten others doing the same dangerous work.  We 

practiced, all the time.  We spent hours getting in and 

out of our protective uniforms.  We sought old run down 

houses that people would let us burn to the ground on 

purpose so we could practice.  Our desire was to be as 

perfect as we could, always.  We desired to instinctively 

act correctly as much as we could so that we could spend 

as much time on the hard decisions we faced that we 

could not train for.  

 

In our lives as Christians, practice leads to perfect. 

Christian Perfection needs to be our goal and to get there 

we need to practice.  How Preacher? You ask.  I am glad 

you ask.  We read the word and try to understand it.  We 

go and do what our Savior and the Apostles did.  We 

step out of ourselves and hold to a lifestyle that reflects 

Jesus to the best of our ability.  We serve others.  We 

pray.  We care about one another.  We love.  Jesus says 

in John that he hopes that his followers will do what he 

does and will love as he has loved.  He teaches us that 

we will sacrifice self for the love of others. This is an 

interpretive understanding of John 15:12-14. 

 

Often people in the church ask me how I witness and 

how I get the courage, words, and the motivation to live 

as a pastor.  There is no one answer to all of that but for 

the sake of this idea of Practice hear these words.  I read, 

pray and listen for the voice of God; then to the best of 

my ability, I go out into the world and do the things I’ve 

heard.  I don’t always succeed, I fail even more than I 

know.  Jesus gives grace and mercy to cover the 

multitude of things I cannot possibly accomplish.  He 

does the same for all of us.  Living out grace and mercy 

in our own lives is practice.   

 

Jesus could have come with 

hosts of angels and destroyed 

everything we knew.  He 

chose to spare us that and 

give us a chance.  So what 

are we doing with the 

chance?  I pray we are 

practicing.  I pray we are 

going out there, wherever 

there might be, (work, 

country club, golf course, 

airports, offices, classrooms, the campaign trail, 
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wherever) and we are living out loud as Jesus would call 

us to practicing to be perfect.  I pray we are all preaching 

sermons through our lives and talking when and if we 

have too.  I pray we are practicing what Jesus preached 

so that we might preach to the world a better way that 

leads to grace and mercy and eventually to eternity.   

 

September is the month we begin to watch football 

again, praise God.  I traditionally associate the month 

with practice.  Every day after school I would don my 

uniform pads and helmet and go to practice, rain or 

shine.  I would come home upset, tired, frustrated, 

emboldened, and wondering if what we had practiced 

would work on Saturday when we played.  Daily I 

would go and I would see the fruits of our efforts during 

the game.  Our team would do amazing things.  They did 

not always work just like we planned, but it was easier to 

correct for having practiced than to begin fresh each and 

every game.   

 

In Marion County 1993 on my very first fire I was asked 

to go into a 60 yard community dumpster to put out a 

fire that was raging within.  It was a practice for me 

because it was contained and offered a chance to “get 

into” the blaze.  I donned my gear and hopped into the 

dumpster, fire axe in hand feeling the true heat and 

danger. I could not breathe.  I was choking out.  I did the 

prescribed, often practiced check of all my gear for 

obstruction.  My air was running out; I could not get it 

fast enough from the tank.  My partner saw that I was 

having difficulty and began checking me as well.  He 

shouted have you checked your air connection?  I gave 

the thumbs up.  He rechecked it and I could hear him 

laughing.  He cranked the air up full blast to the locked 

open position.  I almost fell out from the incredible force 

of air flowing into my face.  I could breathe and it was 

perfect.  I had turned the air on but had not turned it on 

fully.  In practice we always cracked it on and simulated 

turning it all the way on to conserve air for repeated 

practices.  I had cracked the air only and in getting in the 

fire and with the added exertion of the increased stress 

and activity of fighting fire, I was breathing faster than 

the tank was working.  I had done exactly what we 

practiced; in stress I did what I practiced.  If as 

Christians we practice good, then we will do good.  If 

we practice like we should live, if we practice grace, 

mercy and love the way Jesus taught us, then when the 

crisis comes whatever it might be, we might just do 

alright because practice makes perfect. 

A picture is worth a thousand words.  This doddle about 

practicing by Patricia Kambitsch might help us 

understand this concept. 

 

This month we are practicing to make perfect.  So go 

practice and let’s talk about it when we see one another. 

 

 

 

Preaching Series 

September 2018 

A Month of Practice  
 

September 2 (Communion Sunday) 
Scripture:     Matthew 5:43-48  
Message:     Practice Presence 
Reading.      Psalm 23 
 

September 09 
Scripture:     Luke 6:43-45 
Message:     Practice Giving 
Reading:      Psalm 116:12-19 
 

September 16  
Scripture:     Acts 17:1-15 
Message:     Practice Understanding 
Reading:      Psalm 25:1-5 
 

September 23 
Scripture:     Luke 17:1-4 
Message:     Practice Penitence 
Reading:      Psalm 9:1-10 
 

September 30 
Scripture:     Acts 6:1-12      
Message:    Practice Perfection 
Reading:     Psalm 119:89-96 
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Sept 2 8:15a-UMM Breakfast & Mtg @IHOP 

 9:45a-Sunday School 

 11:00- Morning Worship 

 5:00p-NO Adult Bible Study 

 6:00p-NO Youth or Evening Worship 

Sept 3 LABOR DAY-Church Offices Closed 

Sept 4 7:30a-Men’s Bible Study @  

  The Menagerie Cafe 

 9:00a-Hilltoppers Coffee/Fellowship 

Sept 5 9:00a-Bible Study 

 5:00p Dinner 

 6:00p-Bible Study this week 

 6:00p-Youth & Children’s Activities 

Sept 9 8:30a-Early Service-Communion 

 9:45a-Sunday School 

 11:00a- Morning Worship 

 5:00p-Bible Study 

 6:00p-Youth 

Sept 10 6:00p-NOW Committee Meeting 

Sept 11 7:30a-Men’s Bible Study @ 

            The Menagerie Cafe 

 9:00a-Hilltoppers Coffee/Fellowship 

Sept 12 9:00a-Bible Study 

 5:00p-Dinner 

 6:00p-Bible Study 

 6:00p-Youth & Children’s Activities 

Sept 13 11:30a-Mamie Kimbrough Circle Luncheon & 

              Meeting 

Sept 16 8:30a-Early Worship & Communion 

 9:45a-Sunday School 

 11:00a-Morning Worship 

Sept 18 7:30a-Men’s Bible Study @ 

   The Menagerie Cafe 

 9:00a-Hilltoppers Coffee/Fellowship 

Sept 19 9:00a-Bible Study 

 5:00p-Dinner 

 6:00p-Bible Study 

 6:00p-Youth & Children’s Activities 

Sept 23 8:30a-Early Service-Communion 

 9:45a-Sunday School 

 11:00a-Morning Worship 

 5:00p-Bible Study 

 6:00p-Youth  

Sept 25 7:30a-Men’s Bible Study @ 

   The Menagerie Café 

 9:00a-Hilltoppers Coffee/Fellowship 

Sept 26 9:00a-Wed. Bible Study 

 5:00p-Dinner 

 6:00p-NEW Bible Study begins 

 6:00p-Youth & Children’s Activities 

 

 
 

Sept 2 ............... Charles Morie 

 Steve Rancier 

 Randy Strum 

Sept 5 ............... Betty Burns 

 Bruce Cole 

 Rachel Mitchell 

 Roxanne Rushing 

Sept 6 ............... Janice Westfaul 

Sept 8 ............... Toni Hodges 

Sept 10 ............. Wendy Currie 

 Amanda Merrill 

Sept 11 ............. Pat Fulgham 

 Carol Mello 

Sept 13 ............. Gene Vance 

Sept 15 ............. Jane Burks 

Sept 16 ............. Richard Greer 

Sept 17 ............. Katie Gonzalez 

Sept 18 ............. Margie Hatcher 

Sept 19 ............. Andy Collette 

 Bobby Johnson 

 Carl Weihing 

Sept 22 ............. Landon Wiggins 

Sept 28 ............. Jim Gilbert 

Sept 29 ............. Dustin Rancier 

Sept 30 ............. Roy Cain, Sr. 

 

CALENDAR  

OF 

EVENTS 
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SUNDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 

5-6 P.M. IN CONFERENCE ROOM 
 “Genesis to Revelations—The Books of 1 & 2 

Corinthians, Galatians, and Ephesians” 

This study is led by Brother Andy. Everyone is 

welcomed to be part of this study. 
 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

Tuesday Mornings 7:30 - 8:30 a.m. at The Menagerie 

Cafe 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY 

The Miracles of Jesus Bible Study – 6 Studies 

6:00 pm 

 

Find out fascinating facts as you 

get a solid overview of the 

miracles of Jesus. Enjoy learning 

important background 

information, cultural context, key 

Scripture, and incredible insight 

that will help you establish a 

strong understanding of the 

wonders and nature of God. 

*A new Bible Study will begin on September 26.  Title 

and content coming soon!! Stay tuned! 

 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 

 

The Wednesday morning Bible 

study group is studying Dr. Sandra 

Richter’s, “The Epic of Eden: 

Isaiah”. Participants are welcomed 

any time during this eight-week 

session to meet in the conference 

room on Wednesdays at 9 am. If you 

have any questions, please contact 

Opal Currie (228.623.1666).  

 

 

 

G.I.F.T.E.D. YOUNG ADULT CLASS 
This class usually meets from 9:45 until about 
10:35 each Sunday morning upstairs. So, please, 
feel welcome to come join us.   

 

FRIENDSHIP SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 

The Friendship Sunday School Class meets in the 
conference room by 9:45. New members, old 
members and visitors are welcomed each Sunday.  
 

 

 
 

Sept 1 – Forrest & Tammy Hardy 
Sept 7 – Scott & Vonda Green 
Sept 18 – Brian & Beth Chapuis 
  Homer & Margie Wales 
Sept 21 – Leroy & Jeannie Faucett 
Sept 26 – Mark & Suzanne Ros 
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JOYCE GARRETT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 

 
The Joyce Garrett Class meets at 9:45 a.m. 
upstairs.   Please come join us! 
 

YOUTH AND CHILDREN SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

The Youth and Children meet upstairs at 9:45. 
All are invited to attend.  
 

 
YOUTH LOCK-IN 

 

Saturday, July 28, twenty two of our youth 
spent half the night in a lock-in. After a time of 
fellowship, fun, and food our youth focused on 
the theme of Christian commitment and 
spiritual growth. As a 
part of the event, 
each young person 
spent time in 
solitude studying a 
different scripture 
selections and 
composing and 
writing reflections. 
On returning to 
large group, each 
young person 
shared their 
thoughts and 
reflections.  
 
The night culminated with worship and 
communion in the sanctuary and a powerful 
video from Billy Graham. IT WAS A GREAT 
NIGHT! 
 

YOUTH SERVE DAILY BREAD 
 
On Saturday, August 4, four of our super 
youths joined our team to cook and serve for 
Our Daily Bread... The youth arrived at 9:00 
am “early” on a Saturday morning to help in the 
preparation of delicious spaghetti, buttery 
French bread, green beans, and cake for our 
friends at “The Bread”. The youth then faithfully 
manned the 
serving line 
from 10:30 til 
12:30 serving 
85 plates to 
some very 
appreciative 
and hungry 
folks.  
 
Our next Daily Bread day will be Saturday, 
November 3. You are invited to come and be a 
part. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



The Eastlawn Journey 
 

6 

 

 

 
 

THE PUMPKINS ARE COMING 
Carl Weihing, Chairpersson 

 

A small group of us (about 15 members) met on Tuesday 

August 28 to discuss plans for the 2018 Pumpkin Patch.  

Although small in size, we all agreed how successful last 

year’s event was despite the new wrinkles that we 

implemented.  Purchasing the pumpkins locally seemed 

to work out fine.  We completely sold out prior to 

Halloween, which was a first for us.  We also called an 

audible after we got started by creating a traveling road 

show to go to several of our local schools to put on the 

children’s program.  That program turned out to be very 

rewarding as well as successful.  We raised more money 

from the children’s program than the actual sale of 

pumpkins.  It was a lot of work, but well worth it.  So we 

plan to continue the Traveling Pumpkin Patch this year 

with your support. 

We decided at the meeting on Tuesday that the proceeds 

this year would be given to the Pascagoula CASA 

organization who do such an outstanding job 

representing the welfare of children who have been 

removed from parental care by the courts.  

We want as much participation from our members as 

possible, even if for a day, for one job, or multiple jobs.  

Because of the recent changes on our Prayer Garden, we 

will move the location of Pumpkin Patch to either the 

west yard next to the sanctuary or to the south yard 

between the parking lot and back fence.  We will need 

volunteers to help with the initial set up once the 

pumpkins are delivered.  We invite you to spend an hour 

or two helping us with the initial set up.  I plan to 

announce that date once we know it. 

We plan to have two teams to implement the Traveling 

Pumpkin Patch so that the same group doesn’t have to 

do all of the trips.  Each team will only have one travel 

show per week, but they may be needed for a second day 

at our church if a school will agree to come to us.  The 

Teams will visit the schools in October during school 

hours.  We already have volunteers to be the leaders for 

the Music and Snack Preparation for the Traveling 

Pumpkin Patch teams, but they will need help. They will 

be calling on others to assist, and I hope you will agree if 

called upon.  The following are areas in need of 

volunteers: 

 HELPERS—helper duties include setting up the 

display, tables, and tents, assisting the 

Reader/Story Tellers, Musicians, and Snack 

table. (5 needed per team). 

 ROAD CREW—duties include loading the 

supplies, hay bales, pumpkins, snacks, etc. and 

transport to the school, set up and take down, 

and transport back to the church when complete. 

(3-4 men plus trucks). 

 SCHOOL COORDINATOR—duties include 

scheduling the teams, arrange times, places, 

number of children, and payment.  This person 

will NOT have to go with the teams; just 

coordinate. 

 PUMPKIN SELLERS—duties include opening 

PATCH each afternoon, closing, removing bad 

pumpkins, rotating pumpkins, and securing the 

proceeds each day. Depending on number of 

volunteers, this could be a rotation weekly. 

 PUMPKIN VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR—

duties include coordinating volunteers, set out 

sign-up sheets for specific time slots like has 

been done previously; volunteers will choose 

slots of time as before. 

If you are asked to help, please say yes.  This project 

takes a lot of volunteers to be successful, but it is all for 

a very worthy cause.  You may contact me at 228-623-

1377 or call the church office to volunteer for any of the 

above duties, or if you have any questions.  If you call 

the church office, be sure and identify the position for 

which you are volunteering.  Sign-up sheets and info on 

Pumpkin Patch will be forthcoming.  Let’s all pitch in 

and make it another great year! 
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TWO GLORY SIGHTINGS; ONE DAY 
 

A Glory Sighting is a movement of God seen 

by others.  It is what our Bishop tells us to 

watch for and report with frequency to others. 

Doing this will encourage their faith and ours.  

They are not rare like miracles; they are the 

evidence of God in our midst 

and ought to be daily 

occurrences.  They are daily.  

Sometimes we see them in a 

special way and that is what I 

want to describe to you now.  

At least two glory sightings 

occurred in our congregation 

in one day. That day was our 

recent 75th Anniversary 

Celebration (the third of four) 

on Sunday August 19th.  

Bishop James E Swanson, Sr. 

Resident Bishop, Mississippi Conference of the 

United Methodist Church, was our guest.  His 

presence was a blessing for us.  Many 

churches ask for the Bishop to come and 

preside over worship; few get the privilege.  We 

were one of the few, and we were blessed by 

the presence of the Bishop and Misses 

Swanson.  That is a glory sighting. 

The second occurred later that afternoon as 

some of us made our way to Wiggins for the 

Listening Session the Bishop had planned 

there.  Rather than give you a written 

description that will be woefully low on details, 

I have elected to utilize a resource Bishop 

Swanson has created for this purpose.  

Connected to the bottom of the article is a link 

to a series of videos (3) on the issues we face.  

In summary, I want you to know how the 

Bishop is calling us to go forward as a 

Conference.  He is asking us to remain calm 

and be patient for the process we have in 

place and seek the Holy Spirit. 

The governance of the United Methodist 

Church is extremely detailed.  It was 

fashioned after the early days of the United 

States when we were building a nation.  Our 

United Methodist polity is a bottom up 

governance that allows for the voice of the 

people to lead the church.  For every pastor 

appointed in the United 

Methodist Church there is a 

Lay Person elected by the 

Nominations Committee 

(Lay Delegate to Annual 

Conference, Brice Wiggins) 

to equalize the vote of that 

clergy person so that we 

are fifty percent clergy fifty 

percent Lay people in 

representation to the 

Conference and to United 

Methodism.  At the global 

level, delegates are elected in 

the same way that is equal numbers of Lay 

and Clergy who represent our Annual 

Conference in the General Conference 

(worldwide).  Those delegates are elected every 

four years and will represent us in St. Louis in 

February when the issues that we face will be 

discussed.   

 

The two issues are: 

1. The rules surrounding the appointment 

of Clergy as it concerns Human 

Sexuality. 

2. A suggested change in our current 

definition of marriage. 

 

If you would like to know what is at hand 

fully. Please watch the three videos attached 

at this link.  I am sure it will be helpful for you 

and is a video version of the basic principles 

described and spoken to by the Bishop at 

Wiggins on Sunday afternoon.  That 

conversation additionally allowed people to 

write questions on an index card and several 
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We will be fine! 

of those specific questions were answered 

aloud without discussion conducted with the 

people present.  All of the answered questions 

fell within what the Bishop is speaking to in 

these three videos. Therefore, these videos will 

be a good general guide going forward in this 

very important time for our church. 

As your pastor I say hear the words of the 

Bishop.  He is asking us to allow our process 

and polity to handle itself.  You will hear many 

things that will assault the denomination 

maybe even our own church.  The fact is 

church is not the place it was fifty years ago.  

We do not carry the same influence over 

people’s activities, lives and laws it once did.  

That does not mean we are useless, wrong-

minded or irrelevant; perhaps we are all these 

things even 

more than we 

have been.  We 

have a chance 

now to live 

Christ as we 

understand it 

and allow the 

Holy Spirit of 

Christ to lead 

us onward and 

upward.  We 

mustn’t fear what 

we do not know or cannot control.  We must 

pray, serve Christ and love one another all the 

more as we go forward in the midst of this 

tense time for us.  We will be better when this 

current crisis is done but no one yet knows 

what it will look like then.  Here is what we 

can know in the future: God will still be with 

us! and to quote Bishop Swanson, “We will be 

fine.”  God Bless you all; love you.  Now watch 

the videos, they are awesome. 

https://www.mississippi-umc.org/tension 

Reflections on Bishop Swanson’s Visit 
By Barbara Moss 

 
This year Eastlawn United Methodist Church 

is celebrating 75 years of ministry.  My family 

joined this church when I was about four 

years old.  My husband and I wed in this 

church on May 30, 1964.  In 1967 we moved 

away from this area for many years, but about 

twenty years ago, we were blessed to be able 

to return to this area and join EUMC again. 

Sunday, August 19, 2018, was a very special 

day at EUMC as we celebrated 75 years of 

ministry.  We were so honored to have Bishop 

James Swanson and Mrs. Swanson with us 

that day.  Bishop Swanson brought us the 

Sermon that Sunday.  His sermon title was 

“Jesus Is Our Food” and we were certainly 

spiritually fed that day as this faithful servant 

of God reminded us that we are created to 

bear the image of God.  Although sin has 

damaged that image in us, God has made a 

way for us to be restored through His Son, our 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

who is the Bread of 

Life.  As we gathered 

to worship, sing, pray 

and be inspired by the 

words from Bishop 

Swanson, we were 

being fed with the body and blood of Jesus, 

our Lord and Savior.  As we feed on Jesus, He 

is changing us to be more like Him. 

After the service we shared a wonderful meal 

that filled our stomachs and fed our bodies, 

but in the worship service we were fed the 

Bread of Life, Jesus who is the real food and 

real drink as the scripture from John 6: 51-58 

tells us.  We worshiped God with beautiful 

music, fervent prayers, abundant love for one 

another, words from scripture and a powerful 

message from Bishop Swanson.  What a day!  

Jesus is Lord! 

https://www.mississippi-umc.org/tension
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/tension
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Wednesday Night Dinner 

 

Sept 5--Lenny’s Sandwich, Chips, 

Dessert, Tea-hosted by Robin Weihing 

Sept 12—Pork Loin, Mashed Potatoes, 

Green Beans, Bread, Dessert, Tea hosted 

by Bootsie & Lesa Larsen 

Sept 19—Lasagna, Salad, Bread, 

Dessert, Tea- hosted by the Memorial 

Committee as a fundraiser for the 

Memorial Garden 

Sept 26—Fried Chicken, Mac & Cheese, 

Turnip Greens, Bread, Tea hosted by 

Brother Andy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FLOWERS FOR SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 

 

Would you like to put flowers in the 

church for Sunday Morning Worship 

in memory or honor of someone?  If 

you are interested: 

1. Please sign your name and 

phone number with the 

date on the flower calendar located in the 

ministry center hall. 

2. Contact the flower committee person for 

September, Linda Wiggins at 228-424-8146 

to coordinate the details of your flowers.  

 

USHERS 
 

The USHERS FOR SEPTEMBER are 

The Ladies. If you are willing to 

be an Usher, please contact Carl 

Weihing.  

 

 

 

 

MAMIE KIMBROUGH CIRCLE 

 
CIRCLE PROJECT 

Don't miss out on what is sure to become a cherished 

keepsake and heirloom!  Members of the Mamie 

Kimbrough Circle have a limited number of 75th 

Anniversary Mementos left. These mementos make a 

great gift for Christmas, 

birthdays, and other special 

occasions. The price is 

$10.00 each for the glazed 

ceramic ornament.  Contact 

any MK Circle member to 

get yours before they are all 

gone. 

 
This project is sponsored by the Mamie Kimbrough 

Circle members to support their mission ministry.   

 

BABY SHOWER 

Members of the Mamie Kimbrough 

Circle hosted a Baby Shower for 

Alicia and Brandon Miller on August 

5th.  Guests enjoyed food and 

fellowship as Alicia opened many 

beautiful gifts for Baby Tayt. 

Everyone was excited about the 

large 

participation 

of church 

members as they 

shared in the anticipation of the 

new arrival. 

 

 

 

CIRCLE MEETING FOR SEPTEMBER 

The Mamie Kimbrough Circle will meet on Thursday, 

September 13th, in the Ministry Center beginning at 

11:30.  After a pot-luck luncheon, Opal Currie will 

present a program on Operation Christmas Child 

sponsored by Samaritan's Purse, a Christian relief 

organization headed by Franklin Graham, president and 

CEO.    

COUNTERS FOR SEPTEMBER 

Lashunda Taulbee &  

Sidney Carol Murphey 
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Members will collect items appropriate for Christmas 

gifts to fill shoeboxes for distribution to children in 

foreign countries affected by war, natural disaster, 

famine, etc.  All members of the congregation are invited 

to participate in this mission ministry.    

 

DOLORES ENGEL CIRCLE 
 
The Dolores Engel Circle will meet on Monday, 
Sept. 24, at 6 PM in the Church Parlor. We are 
looking forward to seeing everyone. Pam Halbrook 
will present our program.   

 
WEDDING SHOWER 

 

Please join us on Sunday, 
September 30, 2018, at 2 
PM for a Wedding Shower 
honoring Jessica Bates 
and Dustin Rancier.  It will 
be hosted by the Delores 
Engel Circle and held in 
the Parlor. 

 

CHRISTIAN MOTORCYCLIST 

ASSOCIATION VISIT 
 
On September 16th beginning at 5:30 we will be 
visited by The Christian Motorcyclist Association. 
Well known for the Blessing of 
the Bikes that happens 
annually in Gautier, they will 
be our guests for worship 
Sunday, September 16, 2 018. 
They are coming on their 
bikes so if you like 
motorcycles, come check out 
these cool cats. 
 
CMA is an interdenominational organization 
dedicated to reaching people for Christ, primarily 
through motorcycling. There are about 800 active 
chapters in the United States and 30 chapters in 
other countries. CMA is headquartered in Hatfield, 
Arkansas. CMA serves at motorcycling events by 
serving water, flagging races, picking up trash, 
sometimes serving breakfast to hungry campers to 
these events, and by holding bike blessings, among 
other activities. 
 

Locally, the Gautier Chapter of CMA, known as 
God's Gulf Riders, hosts the annual Blessing of the 
Bikes in Gautier, which generally has about 500 
motorcyclists in attendance. They take part in the 
annual Run for the Son, host an annual Christmas 
Caroling at local nursing homes, hold an annual 
Hurricane Prayer ride to pray for protection over 
each community from Pascagoula to Waveland, 
assist with the Jackson County Salvation Army toy 
run and the associated toy distribution, cook and 
serve at a local homeless shelter, hold meet and 
greets at local motorcycle shops, and help at 
various motorcycle events.   
 
God's Gulf Riders has a monthly meeting every 
second Tuesday at McAlisters in Ocean Springs on 
Highway 90 in the evening, in the meeting room.  
Everyone is welcome to join them. 
 

COUNTY-WIDE METHODIST MEN 
 
On Thursday, August 16, the Eastlawn Men’s club 
hosted the county wide meeting. A great big thank 
you to all of our men who came out to help, but 
especially to Brian and Beth Chapuis for 
purchasing and cooking the delicious hamburgers 
that we served to our 52 guests. Brice Wiggins, our 
men club’s president, welcomed the men from all 
over the county. Angel Myers, assistant district 
attorney, presented an informative talk on domestic 
violence. 
Eastlawn men took the attendance banner with 14 
members present. 
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EASTLAWN UMC STAFF 

2502 Ingalls Ave. Pascagoula, MS 

228-762-2364 

Rev. Andy Collette Pastor 

Robert Weathersby Lay Pastor 

Lashunda Taulbee Administrative Assistant 

Doug Wall  Choir/Handbell Director 

Susie Riley  Children’s/Family Minister 

Rachael Goff  Children’s Music Director 

David Westfaul  Organist 

Brenda McCormick Day Care Director 
Charlene Gibson  Nursery 

Amy Davis  Nursery 

 

AN INSPIRATION 
By Opal Currie 

 
Margie Hatcher inspires me. I pray she will inspire 
others. 
 
“For the eyes of the 
Lord run to and fro 
throughout the whole 
earth, to show Himself 
strong on behalf of 
those whose heart is 
loyal to Him.” 
2 Chronicles 16:9  
 
Margie Hatcher has a heart loyal to Jesus Christ. 
She had been faithfully attending bible study, 
worship services, and Sunday school before she 
was diagnosed with cancer. She is an inspiration 
and an example for us to follow every day. Not 
once has she given in. Margie has never faltered in 
her faith. She gives God full credit for seeing her 
through this battle with cancer. God is her hope, 
her strength, and her Lord. She says He is ever 
present in her prayer life. Her positive attitude that 
God is in control is the only way she can manage 
each day. Recently Margie received the best news 
that her blood tests are improving with the new 
chemo. With this improvement she is singing God’s 
praises. She requested that her church keep 
praying for her because she loves each one and 
sends thanks for all the cards and encouragement 
she has received. Of course, if you know Margie, 
she is a hugger. So give yourself a hug from her.  
 
“By this all people will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.”  
John 13:35 ESV   

FINANCIALLY FAITHFUL 

 

BUDGET FOR 2018 

$363,294.00 

TITHES 2018 (YTD)  

$246,842.00 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS 

$150.00 

BENEVOLENCE FUND 

$2,684.00 

 

If you are interested in having your tithes or pledge 

commitment automatically withdrawn from your 

checking account, you will find forms in the church 

foyer to aid in this.  If you need assistance, please 

call the church office or Beth Chapuis (424-4333) 

 

 

 

If you are interested in joining the Eastlawn 

Family or just have questions about the 

church, please talk with Brother Andy. Call 

him at 228-219-3898. His email is 

pastorandyumc@gmail.com. 
 

The Eastlawn Journey is a monthly publication 

of Eastlawn United Methodist Church.  Send  

inquiries, pictures, and info to 

Eastlawnjourney@gmail.com. 


